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ANTHROPOLOGY 210 

Introduction to Physical Anthropology 

Spring Semester 2021 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

This course is designed to introduce students to the main subfields of Physical Anthropology. The course 

is organized into four sections:  

1. We will review the processes of evolution and natural selection, including discussion of 

evolutionary fitness, adaptation, basic inheritance, and population genetics. 

2. We will discuss the diversity, evolution, ecology, and behavior of non-human primates, and 

consider how insights from these species can enrich our understanding of humans. 

3. We will trace the morphological and technological evolution of humans from the earliest bipedal 

woodland apes through Neanderthals and modern humans. 

4. We will consider how an evolutionary framework can enrich our understanding of modern human 

genetic, phenotypic, and cultural diversity and behavior.  

By the end of the course, students should understand the broad principles and patterns characterizing 

social, behavioral, and morphological aspects of human evolution. 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

Lectures will be posted online, along with the slides that we are covering. You are expected to keep up 

with the schedule of the course and will need to watch/listen to ~3 hours a week. This does not include 

reading your textbook, assignments, and tests, which will also need to be completed on your own time.   

 

Professor: Dr. Meradeth Snow 

Email: Meradeth.Snow@umontana.edu 

Office: 219 Social Sciences 

Office Hours: T & Th 3:30-4:30pm on Zoom (https://umontana.zoom.us/j/92489833078) & by   

  appointment 

 

Teaching Assistants: 

-Anna-Marie David anna-marie.david@umconnect.umt.edu  

-Holli McDonald holli.mcdonald@umconnect.umt.edu  

-Megan Copeland megan.copeland@umconnect.umt.edu  

 

Email is the easiest method to receive quick answers to questions and will also be used for all classroom 

correspondence. Be sure to check your school account frequently, as private email is not allowed for all 

correspondence from UM faculty.  

 

Please note that your instructor should be treated politely in all correspondence. The most appropriate 

way to address me is by Dr. Snow, or Professor Snow.  

 

COVID-19: Professor Snow is fully aware of the worldwide pandemic currently taking place. This course 

is designed to be online and therefore there should be minimal external interruptions due to these events. 

That being said, there are personal concerns regarding your health. Please stay safe, wash your hands, and 

maintain social distancing. Should you or someone in your household become sick, please alert Professor 

Snow as soon as you are able to ensure she is able to advise you regarding completing the semester. Other 

extenuating circumstances are understandable, and indeed expected. Please email in order to ensure that 

your needs are being met.  

 

mailto:Meradeth.Snow@umontana.edu
https://umontana.zoom.us/j/92489833078
mailto:anna-marie.david@umconnect.umt.edu
mailto:holli.mcdonald@umconnect.umt.edu
mailto:megan.copeland@umconnect.umt.edu
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TEXTBOOK 

 

How Humans Evolved. 9th Edition (2020) Robert Boyd and Joan Silk. New York: W. W. Norton and 

Company. 

 

Please read the assigned chapters in the textbook prior to listening to each lecture. Lecture topics will 

reference readings, however some topics and examples presented in lecture are not included in the 

textbook and vice versa. Also note that some readings will cover multiple lectures and some material may 

be covered in the book prior to the assigned lecture.  

 

Earlier editions of the text, published before 2020, are available and can be used by students, but please 

note that the readings outlined for each class are based on the 9th edition and modifications will need to 

be made. Additionally, the required InQuizitive and Guided Learning Explorations (GLEs) portions of the 

course is not included with used/old textbooks. You are responsible for any information not covered by 

earlier editions. 

 

GRADES 

 

The final grades for the course will be curved (not individual assignments), so long as this is in the best 

interest of all students. Information about this will be widely posted and questions are always welcome. 

Grades will be calculated as follows: 

 

• Discussion Participation: 10% 

• InQuizative & GLE activities: 10% 

• Exam #1: 20% 

• Exam #2: 20% 

• Exam #3: 20% 

• Exam #4: 20% 

 

There will be one extra credit opportunity—please keep your eyes open for it! Information will be posted 

to Moodle. 

 

Make-up or missed exams: All assignments and exams are expected to be submitted and completed on 

time. Only documented, legitimate excuses that are allowable by UM (such as health reasons) will be 

accepted for late work. If you miss a due-date or exam you must contact your professor within 24 hours 

in order to obtain permission to take the exam. Failure to contact your professor will results in a zero for 

the assignment/exam.  

 

If you know ahead of time that you will miss an exam you must make an appointment at least one week 

in advance to take it early.  

 

ASSIGNMENTS 

 

Discussion Participation: A discussion board is available on Moodle. Students are required to post one 

question or detailed comment regarding current material, and respond to two other student’s questions for 

each section of the course (between each exam—so, for the first section on basic principles of evolution, 

comments and discussion should focus on those subjects). Questions and participation should go beyond 

agree/disagree and should touch more substantively on the material in a polite and respectful manner and 

be at least two sentences long. Rude, degrading, or other inappropriate comments will be deleted and 

students given a zero for that section. 
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InQuizitive and GLEs: Links to InQuizitive & GLE material are posted within each of the topics for the 

course, corresponding to the related chapters you need to read in How Humans Evolved 9th Edition. You 

will need to use the link within Moodle to go to the external webpage that will give you a set of 

questions to answer. Your score will be automatically reported back to Moodle when you have used the 

correct link. If you have any questions or problems, please use the Norton support system, or ask 

Professor Snow. 

 

Access to this system is included with your purchase of the 9th edition of the textbook, however there is a 

30-day free trial, should you want to attempt to complete the full semester’s worth of work during that 

time. If you are not using a new copy of the 9th edition, or are trying to use an older version, you can 

purchase access separately to these online modules.  

 

Exams: Students have approximately three days to complete an online exam that covers the material 

discussed in each of the course sections. These will be comprised of Multiple Choice questions, true/false, 

matching, and short answer. Please be mindful of the timing for each and ask your Professor about any 

concepts you are confused about prior to taking the exam. There will be a two-hour limit for each, with no 

re-takes, so be sure to set aside some time in a quiet place with a good internet connection. You are 

expected to take these exams without your book, notes, and without outside help. 

 

MULTIMEDIA INFORMATION 

 

Course site: This course will be offered through the Moodle website which all enrolled students have 

access. You can log onto this website at http://umonline.umt.edu. Students are advised to check Moodle 

and their email daily for announcements, supplemental information, grades, and related links. 

 

Lecture slides: Files containing lecture slides will be available on the course website and will remain on 

the course website for the duration of the semester. It is recommended that you print or take notes on the 

slides as they are reviewed in the posted video lectures. 

 

Warning: Please be aware that there is always a chance that technical problems may interfere with the 

website and lecture slides. Do not wait until the night before an exam to log on in search of materials.  

 

HOW TO SUCCEED IN ANTY 210 

 

Those students who have completed this course successfully often display similar tendencies. I highly 

recommend taking these into account when judging what grade you hope to earn. These include:  

 

1) Listen to every lecture and take notes on the material.  

2) Ask questions when confused about a topic or concept via email to your professor, well before an 

exam.  

3) Complete readings before class, annotating and taking notes while reading.  

4) Participate in the discussions about the material with your fellow classmates. 

5) Maintain a positive, self-motivated attitude.  

 

CODE OF ACADEMIC CONDUCT 

 

This class has a zero-tolerance policy and will promptly deal with any acts of academic dishonesty 

(cheating, plagiarism, or unauthorized help on assignments, etc.) according to university policy. For 

further information on what falls into these categories see: http://www.umt.edu/student-

http://umonline.umt.edu/
http://www.umt.edu/student-affairs/community-standards/default.php
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affairs/community-standards/default.php. If you have questions or concerns, please contact your 

professor. 

 

STUDENTS WITH DISSABILITIES 

 

If you are a student with a disability and wish to request reasonable accommodations for this course, 

contact me privately to discuss the specific modifications. Please be advised, I may request that you 

provide a verification letter from Disability Services for Students. If you have not yet registered with 

Disability Services, located in Lommasson Center 154, please do so in order to coordinate your 

reasonable modifications. For more information, visit the Disability Services website at 

www.umt.edu/disability. Captioned lectures will be available for students who need them (or would like 

to use them) as they become available, and will be found in a separate file on the Welcome page on 

Moodle. 

 

BASIC NEEDS STATEMENT 

Any student who faces challenges securing food or housing and believes that this could affect 

their performance in this course is urged to contact any or all of the following campuses 

resources. If you are comfortable, please feel free to email Professor Snow as well; I will do my 

best to help connect you with additional resources. 

Food Pantry Program: UM offers a food pantry that students can access for emergency food. The 

pantry is open on Tuesdays from 9 to 2, on Fridays from 10-5. The pantry is located in UC 119. 

Pantry staff operate several satellite food cupboards on campus (including one at Missoula 

College). For more information about this program, email umpantry@mso.umt.edu, visit the 

pantry’s website (http://www.umt.edu/asum/agencies/food-pantry/default.php) or contact the 

pantry on social media (@pantryUm on twitter, @UMPantry on Facebook, um_pantry on 

Instagram). 

ASUM Renter Center: The Renter Center has compiled a list of resources for UM students at risk 

of homelessness or food insecurity here: http://www.umt.edu/asum/agencies/renter-

center/default.php and here: https://medium.com/griz-renter-blog. Students can schedule an 

appointment with Renter Center staff to discuss their situation and receive information, support, 

and referrals. 

TRiO Student Support Services: TRiO serves UM students who are low-income, first-generation 

college students, or have documented disabilities. TRiO services include a textbook loan 

program, scholarships and financial aid help, academic advising, coaching, and tutoring. 

Students can check their eligibility for TRiO services online here: 

http://www.umt.edu/triosss/apply.php#Eligibility 

YOU’VE READ THE SYLLABUS, NOW WHAT? 

You’ve got the basics down! That’s great. Be sure to add the important dates from the next page 

to your calendar. Then, send an email to Professor Snow with the following phrase modified for 

your personal use: “I, [insert your name here], have read the ANTY 210 Syllabus and understand 

what will be required for the grade I earn in this course. I also understand that I am responsible 

for due dates and keeping up with the course material and will keep careful track of the schedule. 

Should I need any help, I will email Dr. Snow promptly.” 

http://www.umt.edu/student-affairs/community-standards/default.php
http://www.umt.edu/disability
mailto:umpantry@mso.umt.edu
http://www.umt.edu/asum/agencies/food-pantry/default.php
http://www.umt.edu/asum/agencies/renter-center/default.php
http://www.umt.edu/asum/agencies/renter-center/default.php
https://medium.com/griz-renter-blog
http://www.umt.edu/triosss/apply.php#Eligibility
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Be sure to email that to Dr. Snow (Meradeth.Snow@umontana.edu) using your best professional 

email habits. Doing so will earn you two extra points on the first exam!   

mailto:Meradeth.Snow@umontana.edu
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ANTY 210 

Date Topic Readings InQuizitive GLEs 

Jan. 11 Introduction & Overview Course syllabus How to use IQ  

 Introduction to Evolution Chapter 1 IQ Chapter 1  

 Definition of a species & EEA Chapter 4 IQ Chapter 4 Speciation & Ancestral Derived Traits 

 Natural Selection & Adaptation    

 Mendel’s Pea Plants Chapter 2 IQ Chapter 2  

 DNA & what it does    

 Pop. Genetics (Hardy-Weinberg) Chapter 3 IQ Chapter 3  

 Forces of Evolution    Continuous Traits 

 Altruism & Inclusive Fitness Chapter 7 IQ Chapter 7  

2/8-2/10 EXAM #1    

 Primates & Geologic Perspective Pgs 110-116   

 Primate Origins Chapter 9 IQ Chapter 9  

 Of Guts and Teeth Pgs 118-119   

 Jarman-Bell & Fallback foods Pgs 126-140 IQ Chapter 5  

 Life History & Sexual Selection Chapter 8 IQ Chapter 8 Life History Trade-offs & Brain Size 

 Mating Systems Chapter 6 IQ Chapter 6 Mating Systems & Sexual Dimorphism 

 Apes    

3/2-3/5 EXAM #2    

 Fossil Dating Pgs 213-217   

 Bipedal Apes Chapter 10 IQ Chapter 10  

 Australopithecines    

 Hominin Diversification    

 Origins of Homo Chapter 12 IQ Chapter 12 Increase in Foraging Complexity 

 Neanderthals    

 Early modern humans Chapter 13  IQ Chapter 13 Coalescence 

 Hominin tool use Chapter 11 IQ Chapter 11  

3/30-4/1 EXAM #3    

 History of the concept of race    

 Craniology & Eugenics    

 Phenotypic Traits Chapter 14 IQ Chapter 14 Race and Modern Human Variation 

 Cultural Evolution Chapter 15 IQ Chapter 15  

 Evolution & Human Behavior   Evolution of Culture & Cooperation 

 Human Fairness Chapter 16 IQ Chapter 16  

 Human Mate Choice    

 Parenting & Demographic Trans.    

 Forensic Anthropology     

4/27-30 EXAM #4    
*Small changes in the above calendar and syllabus are at the discretion of the professor, but will be 

announced widely. 


